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Born in Treviso,  Italy,  Gilberto Benetton is  responsible for  staging the diversification of  the Benetton 
family’s activities in the retail, infrastructure and real estate sectors during the last 20 years, after setting 
up the Benetton Group in 1965 as a leader in the fashion industry, together with his sister Giuliana and 
brothers Luciano and Carlo.

He is Vice-Chairman of Edizione S.r.l.,  the family holding company, Chairman of Autogrill’s Board of 
Directors (since 1997) and Edizione Property S.p.A., and Board Member of Mediobanca S.p.A. and Atlantia 
S.p.A.

As part of Edizione, which in 2016 has consolidated revenues of more than 11.5 billion euros and a total 
population of more than 70,000 people, he oversees all investment activities, both from the financial and 
real estate point of view.

Edizione Srl in active in the retail sector, mainly with its investments in Benetton and Autogrill, while 
operating, through its subsidiary Sintonia SpA, in the infrastructure and mobility services sector, with 
investments in Atlantia (Autostrade for Italy and for airports in Rome). Edizione is also present in the real 
estate sector through its parent company Edizione Property, an international reality made up of a portfolio 
of 115 high quality retail  properties,  of which 55 are in Italy and 57 in the rest  of the world.  Finally, 
Edizione is  active in the agricultural  and hotel  sector,  as well  as holding portfolios,  among others,  in 
Mediobanca and Assicurazioni Generali.

As a keen sportsman, Gilberto Benetton has promoted the many sporting initiatives of the companies 
belonging to the Edizione Group, especially in the youth sector, in social activities and in professional 
rugby.  Through the Benetton Foundation he created La Ghirada,  a  prominent sports centre in Treviso 
which opened to all sports enthusiasts in 1982. Since 1988, he has been the Chairman of Verde Sport S.p.A., 
a  company  that  deals  with  the  management  of  the  multifunctional  center  of  La  Ghirada  and  the 
organization of its many activities aimed at young people and the area In addition, he chairs Asolo Golf 
Club S.r.l., one of the most prestigious golf clubs in Europe.

Recipient of the GEI Award 2017

Gilberto Benetton
Chairman of Autogrill
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October 5, 2017 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
 I am pleased to join the Directors of Gruppo Esponenti Italiani in welcoming everyone to 
its Gala Dinner and Award Ceremony. 
 
 New York has long history of welcoming millions of people from around the world, and 
this tradition of inclusion is exemplified by the thriving population of Italian Americans that has 
enhanced every facet of life in the five boroughs. Established in 1974, GEI strives to foster 
cultural and economic exchange between Italy and the United States by hosting events where 
leaders from a variety of sectors can network and share knowledge, and through its awards 
program which recognizes Italian and American individuals who have helped to strengthen the 
bonds between these two great nations. This wonderful organization also gives back to the five 
boroughs through its support of an Italian school in New York City. As a proud Italian 
American, I commend GEI’s members and supporters for their efforts to unite and uplift Italian 
New Yorkers and foster economic development in the five boroughs, in Italy, and beyond. 
Together, we will ensure our global city remains a hub of innovation and opportunity for all. 
 
 On behalf of the City of New York, congratulations to this year’s honoree, Gilberto 
Benetton. Please accept my best wishes for a festive evening and continued success. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bill de Blasio 
Mayor
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Message from Minister Angelino Alfano 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Translation of Message from Angelino Alfano, Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs

I wish to thank you for inviting me to the prestigious GEI Gala Dinner 2017. I am very sorry I 
could not participate and share with you all a joyous moment in which the extraordinary contribution 
of the Italian and American entrepreneurs to the Italo-American relations is celebrated and recognized.
I wish to send my warmest congratulations to Gilberto Benetton, who this year will be bestowed the 
GEI  Award  2017.  The  Benetton  brand  is  synonymous  with  innovation,  creativity,  genius,  and 
excellence of the Italian industry and of the the made in Italy in the world.

The Benetton family has taught us that one should never renounce quality and beauty, even if 
this implies sacrifices, because only in this way can great success be obtained. Over time, we have all 
realized that our enterprises are not only the locomotives of our growth, but also a crucial part of the 
Italian image abroad.

I extend to you a heartfelt thanks for the constant and tireless work of emphasizing the success 
story of entrepreneurs who are Italian or of Italian origin. Let us not forget that many of them have 
reached important goals and have contributed to the improvement of our bilateral relations, thanks 
also to the exceptional commitment of our Italo-American Community, which is the source of the great 
friendship between Italy and United States as well as the ideal bridge between the two countries.
With my best wishes for every success and a cordial greeting to all the participants at this magnificent 
evening. 

Translation of Message from Vincenzo Boccia, President of Confindustria

I wish to thank you for inviting me to participate in the Gei Gala Award and I am very sorry 
not to be able to be with you all  in New York on the occasion of this beautiful  event.  To you in 
particular, I wish to direct my congratulations for the constant commitment in emphasizing Italian 
values and excellence in America.   

I wish also to send my congratulations to Gilberto Benetton for the prestigious recognition 
that will be bestowed on him in this edition of the award.

The Benetton - the family, the enterprise - are the most authentic expressions of Made in Italy 
that wins the world over and of which we are so proud, also for the contribution that offers to the 
reputation of Italian industry.  Inspiration, innovation, organization are the ingredients of a well-
deserved success.

As president of Confindustria (General Confederation of Italian Industry) I can only express a 
great satisfaction for this special day which I hope you spend with the joy that initiatives like these 
deserve. I take this occasion to salute all the participants, Italians and friends of Italy, with the hope 
of being able to do it soon in person.
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The GEI Award

GEI  stands  for  “Gruppo  Esponenti  Italiani,”  the  Group  of 
Italian  Representatives.  Founded  in  1974,  the  GEI  is  an 
association  of  representatives  from  the  main  Italian  entities 
operating in the United States. GEI’s Honorary Members are 
the Ambassador of Italy to the United States, the Permanent 
Representative of Italy to the United Nations, and the Consul 
General of Italy in New York.

The Group’s most high-profile event is the presentation of the 
“GEI Award” to Italians and Americans for their outstanding 
contributions  to  furthering  relations  between  the  two 
countries.  A  selection  of  highly  qualified  guests  from  the 
worlds of economics, business, finance and media attend the 
award  ceremony.  The  speeches  of  the  honorees  and  the 
audience’s response receive extensive media coverage in the 
United  States  and  Italy,  thereby  making  the  event  an 
important venue for promoting the image of Italy.

Past recipients are:  Gianni Agnelli,  Biagio Agnes,  Robert E. 
Allen, Luciano Benetton, Guido Carli, Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, 
Emilio Colombo, Mario Cuomo, Claudio Del Vecchio, Amalia 
Ercoli  Finzi,  Pier  Francesco  Guarguaglini,  John  O. 
Grettenberger,  Edward  M.  Kennedy,  Emma  Marcegaglia, 
Vittorio  Merloni,  Leonardo Mondadori,  Mario Monti,  Gian 
Marco  Moratti,  Giorgio  Napolitano,  Umberto  Nordio, 
Corrado  Passera,  Luciano  Pavarotti,  Sandro  Pertini,  Sergio 
Pininfarina,  Leontyne  Price,  Alessandro  Profumo,  Marco 
Tronchetti  Provera,  David  Rockefeller,  Renato  Ruggero, 
Massimo  Sarmi,  Paolo  Scaroni,  Marvin  S.  Traub,  Bruno 
Vespa, Roberto Vittori,  and Ellen Wolff.

GEI would like to thank all the members and friends who contributed to the success
of the GEI Award 2017, and in particular Ambassador Daniele Bodini of ACP Group,

Mr. Luca Balestra of UniCredit, Mr. Biagio Calabrese of Banca Intesa Sanpaolo,
Mr. Riccardo Legnaro of Palm Bay International, Mr. Paul Chibe of Ferrero USA

and Mr. Noel Lateef of the Foreign Policy Association.
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Honorary Members:

Armando Varricchio
Ambassador of Italy

Sebastiano Cardi
Permanent Representative to the UN

Francesco Genuardi
Consul General of Italy

Members:

Stefano Acunto
CINN

Marco Ausenda
Rizzoli International Publications

Luca Balestra
UniCredit

Daniele Bodini
ACP Group

Diana Bracco
Bracco

Giuseppe Brusa
GC Consultants

Biagio Calabrese
Banca Intesa Sanpaolo

Mario Calvo-Platero
Il Sole 24 Ore

Lucio Caputo
Italian Wine & Food Institute

Paul Chibe
Ferrero USA

Vincenzo Ciancio
Banca Monte dei Paschi di Siena

Luca Ciarrocca
Wall Street Investments

Claudio Del Vecchio
Brooks Brothers 

Frank Desiderio
GDLSK

Nicholas Gravante
Boies, Schiller & Flexner

Gisella Levi Caroti
Herzfeld & Rubin

Giovanni Majnoni
Banca d’Italia

Benedetto Mencaroni Poiani
Alitalia

Luciano Moresco
Luciano Moresco & Co.

George Pavia
Pavia & Harcourt

Giampaolo Pioli
Quotidiano Nazionale

Elena Pirondini
UN Population Fund

Diego Rodino’ di Miglione
Cushman & Wakefield

Stefano Schiavello
Deloitte

Giovanni Spinelli
Pavia & Harcourt

Giorgio Van Straten
Italian Cultural Institute of NY

Francesca Verga
La Scuola d’Italia

Enzo Viscusi
ENI

Alberto Zamperla
Zamperla USA

Associate Members:

Carlo A. Bertozzi

Carlo Badioli

Carlo Romairone

Gianni Sellers

GEI – 60 East 42nd Street, Suite 2214 – New York, NY 10165 – Tel.: 212 867 2772 – Fax: 212 867 4114  
geinewyork@aol.com - www.geinewyork.com

The members of GEI – a forum dedicated to the advancement of Italian business, science and culture in the 
United States – are the following leading executives: 

GEI Board of Directors:

Luca Balestra Claudio Del Vecchio
Daniele Bodini George Pavia
Biagio Calabrese Giampaolo Pioli
Lucio Caputo Enzo Viscusi

GEI Officers:

President:                   Lucio Caputo
Vice President:          Enzo Viscusi
Secretary:                   George Pavia
Treasurer:                   Luca Balestra
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